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AGENDA VIENNA MIGRATION CONFERENCE 2019 | AULA OF SCIENCES 

Thursday, 21 November 2019

Welcoming and Opening

H.E. Michael Spindelegger | Director General
International Centre for Migration Policy Development (ICMPD)

High-Level Political Panel – Priorities and goals for sustainable  
and comprehensive European migration responses

Mr Péter Szijjártó | Minister, Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade, Hungary

Hon Carmelo Abela | Minister, Ministry for Foreign Affairs and  
Trade Promotion, Malta

Mr İsmail Çataklı | Deputy Minister, Ministry of Interior, Turkey

Mr Giorgos Koumoutsakos | Alternate Minister for Migration Policy,  
Ministry of Citizen Protection, Greece

Ms Cláudia Pereira | State Secretary for Integration and Migration,  
Ministry of State and Presidency, Portugal

Ms Nina Gregori | Executive Director, European Asylum Support Office

Moderator: H.E. Michael Spindelegger, Director General, ICMPD 

Reception by invitation of the Mayor and Governor of Vienna

Welcome remarks by Ms Alena Sirka-Bred, European and International Affairs, 
City of Vienna, on behalf of the Mayor and Governor of Vienna, Dr Michael Ludwig

Friday, 22 November 2019

Opening of 2nd day

H.E. Michael Spindelegger | Director General, ICMPD

Mr Wolfgang Peschorn | Federal Minister, Federal Ministry of the Interior, Austria

Mr Lukas Gehrke | Director, Policy, Research and Strategy, ICMPD

Setting the scene – EU migration policy priorities of Finland’s presidency  
of the Council of the EU

Mr Ilkka Salmi | Permanent Secretary, Ministry of Interior, Finland

Panel I – Towards a comprehensive European migration governance system:  
breaking internal gridlocks and moving forward

Ambassador Vincenzo Mascioli | Director, International Cooperation Directorate, 
State Secretariat for Migration, Switzerland

Ms Alexandra Wilton Wahren | Director General for Legal Affairs, Migration and 
Asylum, Ministry of Justice, Sweden

Mr Daan Huisinga | Deputy Director General, Directorate-General International 
Migration, Ministry of Justice and Security, The Netherlands

Ms Jessica Däbritz | Head of Directorate, Directorate for Migration,  
Refugees, European Harmonisation, Federal Ministry of the Interior,  
Building and Community, Germany

Mr Georg Kapsch | President, Federation of Austrian Industries

Ms Laura Corrado | Head of Unit, Legal Pathways and Integration,  
Directorate General for Migration and Home Affairs, European Commission

Commentator: Mr Mark Schieritz, Political Correspondent, Die Zeit 
Moderator: Mr Ralph Genetzke, ICMPD 

Panel II – Europe, the neighbourhood and migration routes: joint ways forward  
for sustainable migration partnerships  

Mr Peter Webinger | Director General, Directorate-General for Migration,  
Federal Ministry of the Interior, Austria

Mr Amr El Sherbini | Deputy Assistant Minister of Foreign Affairs for Refugees, Mi-
gration and Combatting Trafficking in Persons , Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Egypt

Ms Ece Özbayoğlu Acarsoy | Deputy Director General, Deputy Directorate General 
for Immigration Asylum and Visa, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Turkey

Mr Christian Leffler | Deputy Secretary General, European External  
Action Service

Mr Gonzalo Vargas Llosa | Regional Representative of the UNHCR Regional  
Representation for EU Affairs, United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees

Commentator: Ms Natasha Bertaud, Deputy Chief Spokesperson,  
European Commission 
Moderator: Ms Sedef Dearing, ICMPD 

Charting the way forward 

Ms Natasha Bertaud | Deputy Chief Spokesperson, European Commission

Ms Marta Foresti | Director, Human Mobility Initiative,  
Overseas Development Institute

Ms Virginie Guiraudon | Research Director, National Centre for Scientific  
Research, Centre for European Studies and Comparative Politics, Sciences Po

Moderator: Mr Martijn Pluim, ICMPD

Closure of the VMC 2019

H.E. Michael Spindelegger | Director General, ICMPD 
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