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Below is a nofexhaustive list of trends and developments fgkCthat will be high on the agenda of
decisiormakers and analysts alike.

The COVIR9 pandemic has caused deep disruption at social, economic and political levels in LAC.
Migration did not form an exception. The pandemic has cut off mobility pathways, stranded migrants,
destroyed jobs and income, andighed millions of migrants and vulnerable populations into poverty.
However, it has not put an end to migration. The further development of the pandemic will decide the
tightening or lifting of mobility restrictions, trigger or impede migration movemeiaisd allow
economies to recover or push them further into recession. All of this will largely influence the size and
direction of formal and informal migration flows in 2021.

In December 2020, Venezuela held parliansepntelections, which were boycotted by the large
majority of opposition parties and in which less than one third of registered voters participated. The
United Socialist Party of Venezuela won more than 90% of seats to the National Assembly and Mr.
NicolasMaduro gained leadership of the last opposticontrolled power center in the government.

The election results were rejected by the Lima Group, the EU, the USA and the OAS for failing to comply
with the minimum international standards to be considered freen d fair. Venez
multidimensional crisis and political gridlock will most likely not be solved in the near future and
continue in 2021. It is foreseeable that the softening of lockdown measures will lead to an increase in
migration flows from Venezua to neighbouring countries mainly in the second half of 2021. Many
Venezuelans who returned to the country during the pandemic have stated their intention to leave
the country again in 2021. Estimates put the total number of Venezuelans abroad atlibf hyilthe

end of this year (+1.7 million compared with 2020).

Migrant caravans started to emerge in 2018. The term refers to migrants who move in larger groups
and try to crosdorders jointly in order to reach their desired destination, mainly the United States.
Although the phenomenon represents only a small fraction of migrants moving in the region, it gained
relevance due to its high visibility and public attention. In Jap@821, around D00-8,000 migrants,
the vast majority from Honduras, joined the first Central American migrant caravan of the year.
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Most migrants could not afford the negative CO\IDtest required by the Guatemalan authorities to
enter the country. One on Guatemalan territory, several efforts were made to stop the convoy and
disband the caravan. More than 2,000 soldiers and police were deployed, along with immigration and
healthcare personnel. While Guatemala had sent back more than half of the carsrabers a few

days later, smaller groups made it to and across the border with Méxianethelessijt can be
expected that migratory flows from Central America will continue and even increase in 2021, also in
form of migrant caravans. Their high vistiiis likely to raise further public concern about irregular
migration in the U.S., which would put pressure on the new administration to take a harder stance on
migration. This could affect the proposed immigration reforms in the U.S. but also makedt mo
difficult to agree on better solutions for the many migrants and displaced in the LAC region.

Most migration in the LAC is intragional. The U.S. and, tdesser but increasingly important extent,
Europe are the main destinations for LAC migrants further abroad. It is expected that the U.S. and
Europe will manage a faster rollout of their vaccination programmes than the LAC. This is likely to result
in fasier economic recovery and increasing labour market demands. In conjunction with a lifting of
travel restrictions, this might encourage an increasing number of LAC citizens to try to reach these
destinations in both regular and irregular ways. The possibitit impossibility, to migrate to high
income countries might be less relevant in terms of absolute migration figures but will be highly
relevant in terms of migrant remittances and household incomes. A further decline in remittances
would worsen the livig conditions for many people in LAC even more and subsequently increase the
potential for further emigration from the region.

Xenophobia toward migrants has been on theeriin many LAC countries. A study by Oxfam
International on perceptions of xenophobia and discrimination towards Venezuelan migrants in
Colombia, Ecuador and Peru, shows that there is a general understanding in the population for the
reasons that force Vazuelans to leave their country. However, the antmigrant discourse is

nourished by the fear of competition for jobs and an increase in crime. There is a strong perception

that migration does not benefit the national economy. Seven out of 10 peophesetthree countries

consider that immigration lowers salaries and negatively affects working conditions as well as associate
crimes with migratiofSo ci al net wor ks and the mass media i nf
perceptions in relation to migten, and have been criticised for inciting xenophobia and labelling

migrants as criminals.
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The LAC region is facing the biggest recession in the last century and struggling to accommodate the
large influx ofmigrants, in particular from Venezuela. According to the World Bank and International
Monetary Fund, extreme poverty and income inequality will increase due to the pandemic. This will
further fuel xenophobia and antmmigration discourse. In this diffi¢ulegional context, more than

20 presidential, legislative, local or regional elections will be held in LAC countries in 2021. New
presidents will be elected in inter alia Chile, Ecuador, Haiti, Honduras, Jamaica and Nicaragua. LAC
policymakers should bergpared to ensure a more balanced narrative on migration, recognising the
broader impact that this narrative can have on social cohesion, support for diversity, economic growth
and innovation. Chile, for instance, is developing a National Platform are@tri@ fight xenophobia

in local communities until the 2021 general elections take place in November.
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| CMPD'" s Regional Mi gration Outl ook presents a
America and the Caribbean (LAC) andviates an outlook on developments and events to watch out

for in 2021. Thus, the outlook does not claim to fegethe future, nor to cover all relevant trends. It
seekgo use past experience and highlight what might happen and is important to consider.

In 2020, the stock of migrants of LAC originreache2 . 9 mi | | i on, accounting
migrant population.Compared with other regions, the share of international migrants in the total
population of LAC countries remains with less tharr@#tively low*

Origin of International Migrant Stock 2020 by Region
41% Asia

23% Europa

15% Latin America and the Caribbean

2% Northern America
4% Other

Source: United Nations (UN) Department of Economic and Social Affairs

Migration in the LAC region cannot be explained by a simglecause. Tiere area number of main
drivers that infuence size, direction and patterns of international migration flows more than others.
Such factors are the globalisation of economies, values and aspirations; changing technologies and
means of communication; shifting demographicenfiicts associated wh organied crime and
genderbased violence; state fragility; food insecurity; family reunification; and climate chdhgse

dri ver s ar eglobandpeodutietdy i s tthatupashdecistoss’and enact or prevent
individual migration projectsGlobal opportunity structures comprise geographical proximity or
distance; the density and capacity of migration control; entry and residence regulations; the existence
and capacities of migrant smuggling networks; the characteristics of asylum andtntsgstems;

job opportunities m formal and informal labour markets; the existence of family and social networks
and the degree of cooperation betwe&mates along migratory routes.
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Any regional migration outlook on an upcoming year will have to tateeancount these longerm

trends, and assess their potential development against the impact of $hiont developments and

events. There is no doubt that the COMI® pandemic has not only caused a global health crisis of

historic dimensions, but also regsents the event that has impacted international migration in 2020

more than any other, and will continue to shape migration in 2021 as well. The pandemic itself and the
subsequent containment measures in LAC countries have led to the deepest econoesgiaeadn

more than a century, placed enormous pressures on public health systems, disrupted food and supply
chains, and affected the entirety of established formal and informal channels for migration and
mobility in one way or another. In the final quartef 2020, the first pharmaceutical producers

published highly promising results on the efficacy of their coronavirus vaccines. The news not only

i mplied the fastest ever response to a gl obal h €
attheend of the tunnel”, the pr os peantcomgadsiagcrisisinme wor
the foreseeable future. The first weeks of 2021 saw theawtlof the biggest vaccination programme

in history. However, three quarters of the first dosev@deen administered to citizens in only 10

countries worldwide. At a UN Security Council meeting in February 2021, Mexico called for countries

to stop hoarding vaccineésDue to the initial scarcity of certain vaccines, as well as delivery delays,

China and Russia are becoming major providers of CG@O&/IDaccines to Latin America.

Not withstanding the potential effects ratifigthe hi s “ v
largestever vaccination programme will be immense and the path to recovery will be long,
cumbersome and, most probably, unequal among the countries in LAC.

The impact of COVHR9 on economy and migration in LAC

In February 2020, Brazil confienh the first COVI29 case in LAC. After registering relatively few cases

in the following weeks, Latin America quicklgchme a global COVID® hotspot. In July 2020, the
region accountedor more than 25% ofasesworldwide and had the highest number @bnfirmed

cases globally. Border closures across LAC have reduced movements on existing migration routes and
from other continents. Entries by foreigners and nationals in Costa Rica, the Dominican Republic,
Jamaica, Mexico and Panama dropped betwee% 88d 67% compared to the previous yedhe
number of migrantdrom outside LACmainly from Africa and Asia, whisuallytransit Costa Rica to
reach the United Statesf America (USA}lecreased from 21,018 in 2019 t¥47 in 202C.However,

since much of e@gional migration is involuntary or forced, and root causes and drivers have not
changedthis did not stop amid the COWAI® pandemic. Around 900,000 Venezuelans left the country

in search of a better future in 2028everal new migrant caravans depatfeom Honduras throughout

the year. Whether moving voluntarily or not, the coronavirus pandemic exacerbated vulnerabilities
and disproportionately affected migrants and their family members.

Economic fallout from the pandemi significant in LAC. In the most recent assessment, the Economic
Commission for LAC estimatas economic decline of 7% in 2020 According to the International
Labour OrganizatioflLO) 50 million fulltime jobs have been lost in the regionomen have been
more affected by employment loss than men, especially in Brazil, Colombia and Mehility
restrictionshaveled to asharp decline in global tourism
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This hashad huge effects orLAC economies and societies, which largely depend on this sector. In
Barbados The Bahamasand Jamaica, tourism contributes around -80% to thegross domestic

product GDB. The pandemic will result in the deepest annual contraction of GDP in thesd&arib

countries in the last 45 yeaPddigh degrees of povertjinequality and labour informalitffimited fiscal
resources80% of the population living in urban areasak social protection and healthcare systems

and limited testing and contact tracigr e s ome of the structural facto
challenges in containing the pandenand will continue to generate difficulties for a sustainable and

inclusive recovery’

One glimmer of hope for families and economilesome LAC counésis thecontinued solidarity of
communities abroad. Theoney sent by migrants to their home countrgntributed to the resilience
in facing the pandemidlthough global remittances are expected to contract 14%héstart 0f2021
compared tafigures before COVHD9, the LA@egionhasnot been impacteds badlyby the pandemic
as might have been expecteBemittances areprojectedto reachUS596 billion in 2020, a decline of
only 0.2% compared to 2018his can be attributed to the fact that mg migrants sending remittances
are based in the USA where 69% are employed in essential séhdogssome migrants are also
eligible for stimulus programmes.

Percentage Change in Remittance Inflows in 2020
compared to same period in 2019
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Source: Economic Commission for LAC

Data for Colombia, El Salvador and Guatemala refers to the period January and September 2020. Data for Bolivia, the
Dominican Republic, Honduras, Mexico, Nicaragua and Paraguay refers to the period January to AugDst2@20Costa

Rica, Ecuador, Jama and Peru refrs tothe period January to June 2020.
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Nonetheless, the impact was not felt equally by all LAC countries: remittances to Guatemata,Mex
Nicaragua, Dominican Republic, and Jamaica registered positiverygaar growth between 4% and

18 %. El Salvador’s and Colombia’s remittance 1in
Paraguay, Ecuador and Costa Rica registered sharpeéiom 10% to 26%6.In 2021, remittances

could grow again with the opening up of economies, although irdgaonal remittances might be

strongly affected by the economic downturn in LAC economies.

The situation in LAC imainly shaped by migratiomelated developments in Central Ameriddaiti,
Mexicoand VenezuelaThis does not imply that other countries deserve less attentorh the major
migration movements will be linked to thedividualsituationsin these countries also in 2021. While

the main regional migration drivers will not change, the actual dynamics will be highly influenced by
the further development of the COBHL9 pandemic, the economic fallout of the crisis and the extent

to which containment measures, mobility restrictions and border controls impact migration
opportunity structures.

Venezuela

Venezuel a's socioeconomi c a tedorate atlunptededentéd rates. t uat i
Following the contraction of economic activity by around 65% between 2013 and 2019, the country's

GDP decreased by 25% in 2020 and is projected to fall another 10% i 20&hdy in 2018, 85% of

the population was livig in extreme poverty. Food security is seriously compromised and prevalence

of undernourishment jumped to 31.4% in 202019, due to a combination of the devaluation of the

national currency, hyperinflation and high dependence on imported féod.

The exacnumber of COVI9 cases in Venezuela is unknown but, similar to other South American
countries, significant community spreading is assum&de COVIR9 pandemic put additional
pressure on Venezuela's <col | apsi ndcatibneaad health sy st e
supplies, interruptions of basic utilities at healthcare facilities, and the mass emigration of doctors and
healthcare workers® More than50% of medical professionals have left the country over the past five

years!® The lockdowns to prevent the smd of COVIEL9 compromise the already scarce and
precarious livelihood opportunities in Venezuela.

The pandemic has further exacerbated the challenges faced by countries of transit and destination for
Venezuelan refugees and migrants, and tested coustiie abi | ity to maintain
Discrimination and xenophobic attacks against the migrant population are increasing in LAC, especially

in South American countries with high numbers of Venezuelan immigrants. In LAC countries with high
levels oleconomic informality, government measures decreed to curb the pandemic have substantially
affected Venezuelans migrants.
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Due to the lack of income opportunities, approximately 140,000 Venezuelans decided to return to
Venezuela, especially from neighbogiBrazil and Colombidespite this significant number of
returnees and travel restrictions, the total number of Venezuelan refugees and emigrants increased
worldwide by 20% from 4.5 million in 2019 to 5.4 million in 2020. Vide# majority of Venezuelans
stayed within the region, with Brazil, Chile, Colombia, Ecuador and Peru hosting more than 93% of the
regional Venezuelan refugees and migrahitdbsolute numbers in these five destinations increased
between 17% and 21% in 2020 compared to the previoas.ye

Top 5 Destinations of Venezuelan Migrants and Refugees
in Latin America and the Caribbean

2,000,000
1,500,000
1,000,000
500,000 I I
0 I
Colombia Peru Chile Ecuador Brazil
2019 100,00( 860.9 371,200 30, 400 M
. 2020 1,717,352 1,043460 457,324 415,835 261,441

+18% +17% +19% +21% +19%
Source: Coordination Platform for Refugees and Migrants from Venezuela

Arrivals in the Caribbean subgion are growing even faster (around 25%) from an estimated 150,000
Venezuelan refugees and migrants at the end of 2019 to around 195,500 in Dexc26#. Aruba,
Curacao, the Dominican Republic, Guyana, and Trinidad and Tobago in pactotilame towitness
Venezuelanarrivals At the same time, Guyana receives also a significant number of Guyanese
descendants returning from Venezuelde majory, an estimated 114,500 Venezuelans, reside in the
Dominican Republit Also in LAC migrants and refugees are forced to undertake perilous journeys. In
December 2020, to quote only one example, during a tragic incident, more than 30 Venezuelans died,
after a boat carrying migrants towards Trinidad and Tobago sank.

Thus, disfacement and emigration of Venezuelans is not limited to the region. Outside of LAC, the

USA (255,141) and Spain (202,859) are important destinations for Venezuelan migrants. Spain also
leads the number of recognised refugees from Venezuela with 52481
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Despite visaree access to the Schengen area, Venezuelans lodged far fewer asylum applications in EU
Member States (MS) compared with before the pandemic, presumably because travel restrictions for
third country nationals cut off access to EU territory pAgations dropped from 41,155 in 2019 to
29,522 in 202@° In Spain, where Venezuelans have ranked consistently among the top nationalities,
applications decreased by 30%, from 40,886 in 2019 to 28,365 in?2020.

Monthly Asylum Applications lodged by Venezuelans
in EU+in 2019 and 2020

6,000

5,000
4,000
3,000
2,000
1,000 I I
- |
Jan Feb Mar Apr

0
May June July Aug Sept  Oct Nov Dec

2019 65 95 4 604 3,969 3,187 3,773 2,964 2,980 4,320 5,405 4,0
B 2020 5013 5090 3,018 80 131 2,831 3,777 3,591 2,404 1,943 1,644 1,121

Source: European Asylum Support Office

Atregional levelthe International Technical Meeting on Human Mobility of Venezuelan Citizens in the
Region (Quito Process), with 13 MS from LAC, continued to promote communication and regional
coordination among host countries of Venezuelan refugeesnaigdants by focusing on the impact of
theCOVIL9 pandemic. Under Chile’s pro tempore | eade
Process was formally established with the objective to assist the Quito Process technically and
economically, as wkas to help raise international awareness of the crisis. This group was formed by
Canada, the EU, Germany, Spain, Switzerland and the USA, and was joined more recently by France
and the Netherlands. In 2021, under the pro tempore presidency of Peru, tlit® ®rocess will
address issues such as seemnomic inclusion, HIV/AIDS and COIAD with an emphasis on
vaccination and mental health, child protection, trafficking in human beings, smuggling of migrants,
and strengthening of regional cooperation.
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Mexico

The COVH29 pandemic was ahallenge for Mexico as a country of oridimnsit and destinatiorof
migrants Due to border closuresnany foreignersvere unable to continue their journeys, regardless

of their destination Consequently anditnough Mexico did not close its borders, many foreigners who
were in the country at the timef the health crisis wer&eft stranded by measures adopted in other
countries, leaving many of them in conditions of vulnerability and fearing that they waudd fi
themselves irregularly present in Mexico. Between 01 April and 03 June 2020, a total of 7,116
foreignersapplied for regularised migrant statumcluding those whose 18fay period for finalising
regularisationunder the Migrant Law had endéd

Following the closure of US immigration courts in March 2020, it was also unclear how many asylum
seekers continued to wait for their hearing in Mexico. The signature of a migration collaboration
agreement between the USA and Mexican Governments in 2019 hadi@acthe expansion of the
Migrant Protection Protocols (MPP). The MPP implies that certain categories of asylum seekers arriving
at the US Southern border were sent back to Mexico, where they had to wait for their court hearings.
According to data from th@ransactional Records Access Clearinghouse Immigration Project, more
than 71,000 people are registered under the MPP in 2020, the vast majority originating from Latin
American countries. A total of 29,148 MPP cases were pending before the ImmigratiomGamuary
20212 However, at the beginning of this year the new US administration announced the suspension
of new enrolments, a review of the programme and outlined steps to create a more humane asylum
system.

Nationalities of Total Pending Migration Protection Protocol Cases

| \ I | I ]
/

Cuba Honduras Guatemala El Salvador Other
8357 6715 4942 2292 1032

SourceTransactional Records Acce$satinghouse Immigration Project
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Demands for humanitarian protection have also been increasing in Mexico. Asylum applications have
doubled each year since 2017, reaching238Q@,in 2019. Despite border closure4l,329 asylum
applications were lodged in Mexi@do2020. The six main countries of origin of applicants for refugee
status in Mexico were Hondura$,440, Haiti (5938), Cuba},752, El Salvado®(020, Venezuela

(3,439 and Guatemala2(993.2* It remains to be seen if the announcement of the US administration

to ensure access to legal avenues to the USA for Central American refugees and asylum seekers will
reduce the number of asylum applications in Mexico.

Northern Triangle of Central Agrica (NTCA)

Emigrants represent 6.7% of the total population in Guatemala, 8.2% in Honduras and 24.7% in El
Salvador® Since the early 1980s, mixed migration flows from the region to, in particular, the USA have
been fuelled by diverse and multidimensamoot causes. These include weak state infrastructures,
inequality, and, despite a moderate reduction, high levels of poverty. Although the economies have
grown in the last years, there is still a lack of employment opportunities. In 2017, the laboarifor

the region increased by more than 353,000 people, but fewer than 35,000 jobs were created in the
formal economy?® In addition, insecurity has been one of the main push factors for migrants, especially
from El Salvador, as the NTCA has experienceed ire mid2000s an increase in insecurity linked to
transnational organised crime networks. This has translated itself into high homicide and extortion
rates in all three countriédas well as high levels of gendesised violence. El Salvador, Hondurag an
Guatemala ranked respectively 76th, 91st and 107
Security Index i8019%L ast |y, environmental degradatien and
an area characterised as a zone of high climaticadglsing persistent droughts has accentuated

poverty as it has devastating effects on livelihoods dependent on agriculture and livésiuik.
combination of factors, and the subsequent pull of family reunification and labour demand in the USA
has pushednany to seek better opportunities abroad, and due to the lack of legal migratory pathways
migration flows from the region have primarily been irregular.

The outbreak of the pandemic reduced intiegional mobility due to the strict measures imposed by

all governments in Central and North America. As of August 2020, there was a 50.1% decrease in visas
issued by the USA for neagricultural temporary workers, of which NCTA nationals are among the
primary recipients. However, NTCA nationals figured amongtdpesix nationalities applying for
international protection in Mexico, and the USA issued a similar number of visas compared to 2019,
for temporary agricultural workers (where NCTA nationals are among the primary recipfefls).
economic effects of th&€OVIBL9 pandemic exacerbated the structural drivers of migration prior to
2020. The economies of Guatemala, Honduras and El Salvador are estimated to have contracted by
2.5, 8.0, and 8.6%in 2020 respectively. Additionally, in November 2020, Central Amevas hit by
hurricanes Eta and lota which affected an estimated 5 million people and displaced an estimated
200,000 people acroshlicaragua, Honduras and El Salvador. Livelihoods were severely affected
putting an added layer of pressure on the curreeilih contingency and creating new challenges for
returned migrants.
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By the end of 2020, more than 350,000 people were in emergency shelters both in Guatemala and
Honduras. The impact of these natural disasters was a principal driver behind a new mégesatnc
departing from Honduras in December 2G20.

Taking into account these developments, but also the growing optimism based on the proposed
immigration reform by the new US administration, it is highly probable that ribditind migratory

flows from the NCTA will continue and even increase in 2021, iéveovement restrictions are only
partially lifted. Deteriorating socteconomic conditions and the continued effects of sudden and-slow
onset climate change will continue to be key factors in individuals deciding to migrate. The recent
extension of the USemporary Protected Status (TPS) immigration route for people coming from
disasterstruck countries, such as El Salvador and Honduras, might further solidify these plans.

Haiti

Haiti is one of the main countries of origin for migrants from the Caribpaad migration flows from

the country have historically been complex, being driven primarily by political instability and economic
hardship, and at times exacerbated by natural disasters. An estimated 13% of the total population
(1,585,681) lives abroadmainly in Canada, the Dominican Republic and t&A3 Following an
earthquake in 2010, communities have established themselves also in Chile where they represent
12.5% of all foreigners (185,885and Haitians have increasingly used the migratory corridrough

Central America to reach the USA. Furthermore, about 5.6% of all Haitians living abroad reside in the
EU® with the overwhelming majority (87,300) living in France where Haitian nationals represent the
largest group among migrants originallyrfrtaghe Americas®

The COVIR9 pandemic and associated movement restrictions have slowed down migratory flows
outside of Haiti, and involuntary returns were halted during the first part of 2020. An estimated 30,000
Haitian nationals returned from the Danican Republic due to the lack of access to employment
opportunities because of the restrictions. Overall, between March and November 2020, movements
observed on border crossing points from the Dominican Republic to Haiti vastly outhumbered those
from Haiti to the Dominican Republic (602,352 versus 389,648pwever, COVHD9 also exacerbated

the socieeconomic situation in the country, which was already fragile prior to 2020 due to the latest
political crisis ongoing since July 2018. The global heatiis bas contributed to a further downturn

in the economic situation, with the GDP contracting by*3&#md has added pressure on remittances
from the diaspora, which accounted for 37.1% of the GDP in 20fh%rder to support their relatives,

the diaspoa increased its contributions by 20% in 2020, increasing from US$ 2.5 to 3 billion, despite
initial contrary predictions. The lack of economic opportunities, deterioration of the security situation,
and the escalation of the political crisis at the begngnbf 2021 could increase the potential for
growing levels of labour and irregular migration from Haiti to the Dominican Republic and the USA, but
also to other destinations in the Caribbean, where Haitian communities are already established.
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In 2020, the stock fomigrants of LAC origin amounted 4@.9 million Women comprise 51% of all
international migrants in LAC. The sharem@imenamong migrants is the second highest compared
with other regions and confins the growing feminiation of migration in LAQVioreover, ecent
estimates suggest that around one in fiwggrants in the region is a child or adolescent. In Central
America, 40% of international migrants are below the age df20.

Mexico is the largest emigrain country in LAC (11.2 million), followed by Venezuela (5.4 million),
Colombia (3 million) and Brazil (1.9 million).
has declined from 36% in 2010 to 26% in 2020 due to adtown in people leavig the country.

The USA continues to play an important role as
emigrants. Many Caribbean countriesuch as Cuba, the Dominican Republic and Jamaiaee large
migrant populations in the USA, asldatin American countries such as Colombia, Ecuador, El Salvador,
Guatemala, Honduras, Mexico and Peru. While the share of migrants from LAC living in Europe is
relatively low at 129 the total number has quadrupled since 198Qyith Spain and Italy beinte

main destination countries. LAC countries with the majority of emigrants in Europe are those such as
Suriname (52.7%) and Ecuador (45.5%).

The number of immigrants in the LAC region has been increasing 2.5 times faster than the number of
emigrantsbetween 2000 an®019# In absolute numbers, Argentina and Colombia host the largest
foreign-born populations in the regiorSeveral Caribbean islands with smaller populations have large
shares of immigrants, such as Antigua and Barbuda (30%), St. Kitts and Nevis (14.5%), Barbados (12.1%)
or Dominica (11.5%)n Costa Rica, igrants constitute 9% of the total population, makiihgpne of

the highest percentage shares in Latin Ameffca.

At the same time, interegional migration flows are of growing importance. More than 72% of
immigrants in LAC countries originate from within the region, mostly from neighbouring countries.
Pargyuayan and Bolivian migration to Argentina, and Haitian migration to the Dominican Republic,
have long histories. Data published by the Chilean Institute for Statistics reveals that the number of
Peruvians living in the country increased from 7,500 to 285 petween 1992 and 2018More recent
migration flows include the emigration of Venezuelans, the worst displacement crisis in LAC in recent
history. Out of the 5.4 million Venezuelan migrants, refugees and asylum seekers in January 2021, 77%
stayed withn the region. Most Venezuelan migrants have settled in urban areas, typically in large
metropolitan areas and border cities, contributing to increased housing overcrowding and shortage,
in a region wher@4% of the urban population already lives in precarious settlem€ip to 500,000
Venezuelans live in just three Colombian cities: Bogota, Barranquilla and Cucuta. In Peru, close to
300,000 live in the fria metropolitan ared®
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Migration has also been increasing in the South Americanregion in the past years due to the
Residence Agreement adopted by the Southern Common Market granting temporary residence and a
work permit of up to two years in another $1Chile (+5%), Colombia (+3.4%), Peru (+3.2%), Guyana
(+2.9%) and Ecuador (+2%) have seen significant increases in the share of migrants in their total
population between 2015 and 2020.

International Migrant Stock in South American Countries
as a Percentage of the Total Population

10
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Argentina  Brazil Bolivia Chile  Colombia Ecuador Guyana Paraguay Peru  Suriname Uruguay

2015 0.3 ) 0.3 2.4 0.5 J )
. 2020 5 0.5 1.4 8.6 3.7 4.4 4 2.4 3.7 8.1 3.1

SourceUNDepartment of Economic and Social Affairs

Migrant caravans

Besides the unprecedented migration from Venezuela, migrant caravans from Central America have
been one of the most visible migration flows in the region and received a lot of media attention
worldwide. While this phenomenon is not new and represesnly a small fraction of migrants trying

to reach the USA, they have gained relevance due to their visibility and frequency. Between October
2018 and December 2020, around 20 caravans, mainly organised through social media, departed from
Central AmericaThe vast majority of migrants joining caravans are from El Salvador, Guatemala and
Honduras. The journey from Central America through Mexico to the USA border is one of the most
dangerous in the world, and many migrants have disappeared, been kidnappkeea sexually
assaulted. It is estimated that as many as six in 10 female migrants experience sexual violence along
the route®® In January 2021, several Guatemalan migrants were found shot dead and burnt near the
USA bordef? Caravans offer more protecin for migrants and visibility on the dangerous route, and

at the same time help to avoid the high fees of coyotes or smugglers to cross borders.
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The former U.S. administration implemented a *‘ze
and Mexio in particular to stop the caravans from advancing. In the last quarter of 2020, three migrant
caravans departed from San Pedro Sula in Honduras, despite travel restrictions. The widespread
damage caused by hurricanEsa and lota in November 202Md sone hopes for policy change and
immigration reform after the US elections were the main drivers for the formation of new caravans.
Mexicodeployed additional military forces its southern border anéinnounced that migrants taking

partinthe caravanwouldave t o compl y wi-19hegulatioas upoa entrytorwpulds COV |
face arrest and prosecution All three caravans were dissolved at the border between Guatemala and
Honduras before reaching Mexico. Nevertheless, without addressing the undedwnses of

migration in the NTCA, the migracdéravans are expected to continue, regardless of the strict border

control policies implemented.

Developments in migration depend on structural factors embedded in specific régiongexts but

also on the respective policy responses thatiarplementedat the regional, national and local levels
Over the last decade, igration has increasingly become a subject of intense policy debates in LAC.
While progress has been made in mamjgration policy areas, for instance regional cooperation,
refugee protection, tackling human trafficking networks, this section highlights two topics of particular
relevance that have also triggered significant developments in the regional migratiay debate:
environmental migration and social cohesion and inclusion of migrants.

At the same time, migration developments in LAC are highly influenced by policy developments outside

the region as such. TH8Sishome t o t wo t hi r dike pwmgosals #arGmnegragomi gr an
reform announced by the newdglected government clearly would have an impact particularly on
migrants from LAC and will therefore be outlined in this chapter.

Environmental migration

LAC is highly exposed to the negative ictpaf climate change, in terms of sudden onset events and
longterm processe$? The 2020 Atlantic hurricane season was the most active on record and
confirmed the region’s vulnerability to natur al
of climate change on international migration are still subject of broad debate among academic and
policy circles, the Central American Dry Corridor is one of the distinct cases whremnjunction

with other causes-migration could be directly attributetb environmental factors.

LAC countries have moved forward in progressively incorporating environmental migration into their

policies and strategies. Most countries have integrated this issue in a@utigsy manner, climate
migration emerging as arlement in broader migration management tools.
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El Salvador, for instance, approved in 2019 the Special Law on Migration and Foreigners, giving the

Directorate Gener al of Mi gration and Foreigner ¢
appropriate forhumani t ari an reasons, in accordance with i
(Article 104). 1t also allows the extension of t
epidemics, natur al phenomenab) humanitarian matt e

Other States include environmental migration in climate or disaster risk management tools. Brazil and
Haiti even mention migration as a positive adaptation strategy to climate change in their disaster risk,
planning and climate framework3In this egard, it is worth mentioning the Regional Guidelines on

the Protection of Persons Displaced across Borders and Assistance to Migrants in the Context of
Disasters approved by the MS of the South American Conference on Migration in 2018.

Some less numeraucountries have opted for the development of specific instruments dedicated to
environment al mi grati on. For exampl e, Peru’s cl
Executive Branch to issue an “actiompauspdbgthe t o pr
effects of climate change, in order to avoid increasing pressure on urban infrastructure and services,
increasing the possibility of social conflicts and, among migrants themselves, the detriment of health,
education and.Thereguladidn ofithis 20il9daavgives tke’Ministry of the Environment,
together with the Ministry of Women and Vulnerable Populations, the responsibility for the drafting

of the action plan.

It can be expected that the trend of mainstreaming environna¢rgspects into migratiorelated

policy responses will continue next year as well. The main challenges in 2021 and years to come include
policy coherence, synergy and coordination to reconcile the different angles adopted to tackle
environmental migrationas well as the operationalisation and implementation of the various adopted
policy documents.

Social cohesion, integration and inclusion of migrants

The stock of international migrants in the LAC region increased by 56% between 2015 and 2020. The
large-scale movements of migrants, especially from Venezuela, have meant new opportunities and
challenges for transit and destination countries and have impelled national and local governments to
revise and develop new policies. It has been necessary to kefiahicies for admitting and granting
status to newcomers and for providing access to basic services such as education anddreétths
emigration from Venezuela continues, the focus has turned from crisis management to providing long
term solutions, a well as to the topic of social cohesion and inclusion. Indeed, the migrant population
that arrived in the last few years is likely to stay in the host countries for some time, as expressed by
94.8% of the Venezuelan migrants in Peru surveyed by the mNdtimstitute of Statistics and
Information in 2018°
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Costa Rica was the first country in LAC to develop a National Integration Plan, and in 2015 established

a dedicated Directorate for Integration and Human Development with the main objective to provide
assistance to institutions eligible to benefit from theocial Migration Fund. This fund uses
administrative fees paid by migrants to support migration integration initiatives across government
institutions in relation to health, education, S
period 2082022, was considered by th@rganization of American States (OAS) as a good practice

that could be replicated by other countries in the regin.

As a result of major immigration reforms and the introduction of a new Migration Law (13.445/2017)
and Decree 9199/17, immigrants to Brazil enjoy more equal opportunities, including the right to
change employers; equal access to education and healthcageamunconditional path to permanent
residence. At the same time, many opportunities and challenges with regards to social cohesion and
inclusion of migrants rest largely with local communities. The city of Sdo Paulo, for instance, has
launched its firsMunicipal Plan of Public Policies for Refugees and Migraatpioneering initiative

with refugee inclusion at its heart, set to be rolled out from 2021 to 2024.

In Chile, immigrants have particularly benefitted from improvements in the health seatoesé to

the national health system is free including for undocumented migraits2020,Colombia initiated

the process of adopting the country’s first Comp
social, economic and cultural integratiofimigrant familie$?

However, the rise of animmigrant attitudes in public opinion, as well as the additional layer of
complexity due to the COVAL® pandemic, has limited the willingness of some countries in the region
to promote inclusion of migrantsAlthough immigrants in Argentina enjoy to some extent favourable
policies, greater barriers to equal opportunities seem to emerge, especially with regards to labour
market participation; education; political participation; and access to citizenship. éxichl
immigrants enjoy basic rights and leteym security, but they do not enjoy equal opportunities, with
significant obstacles in the area of education and political particip&fiMost countries preferred to

adopt targeted measures such as laws, |[Bmns or decrees to meet the urgent needs linked to the
COVIBL9 pandemic. Due to the saturation of several health systems, governments such as Argentina,
Chile and Peru have published decrees allowing health professionals with qualifications abroad to
practice their profession during the emergency.

The major repercussions of the pandemic will further solidify social cohesion and inclusion as a key

migration policy area in the years to come, which will have to be taken into account in an integral
manner d local, national and regional levels.
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Proposed reform of the United States Immigration System

The newUSadministration immediately took numerous steps to reform the immigration system and
reverse many of the previous administratismpolicies. At the ethof JanuarR021, new legislation was
sent to Congress to create a citizenship pathvdi@ythe circall million undocumented immigrants
living in the country, including young undocumented immigrants brought tdi8éas children. Up

to 8.1 million of the 11 million arefrom LAC anctould be granted legal status (around4million
Mexicans, 5 million Central Americans, 7,0®0South Americans and 4D0from the Caribbean).
The Department of Homeland Security announeduhlt tothe deportation of certan undocumented
immigrants fora period of100 daysas well as enrolment in the Migrant Protection Protocols (MPP),
a programme that allowed the US to return asykseekers to Mexico for the duration of their asylum
hearings Around 99% of MPP cases camcasylum seekers frommAC At the same time, the state of
emergency at the Southern border was terminated and the border wall constrya®mwell aghe
obligation of fundswas paused. In Februag021the administration announced a series of new
actions including the creation of a tagkrce to reunite familieswhere parents had been deported to
their country of origin in Central America), promotion of integration of new Americans, the
development of a strategy to address irregular migratioroasrthe Southern border, as well as the
creation of a more humane asylum system. An increase in the refugee cap to 62,5000sbts
currentfiscal year and to 125,000 during the next fiscal year was proposed to Congress.

The proposed immigration refmsare veryambitiousand would affect a large number of immigrants,
especially from LAC. It has to be seen if the proposed legislatitinhhas been presenteds atop
priority for the first 100days of the current presidency (to end of April 2021)ndze approved within
the short time frame and fulfil the hopes of many migrants.

The migration year 2021 will be shaped by two sets of driverslyitisere are the longerm drivers
related to conflict, economic imbalance, soeiconomicdeveloprent, demographic imbalancand

the environment. 8condy, there are the migratiomelated effects of the COVAI® pandemic that
alreadysaw theirimpacts last year and will linger on well into 2021.

A migration outlook for 2021 for LAC will haieeassume that the previously observed drivers will
continue to increase the regional potential for international migration. As described in the various
segments of this outlook, inequality will continue to play a particular role in LAC. The region is
particularly impacted by COWD® because of the economic challenges, deep inequalities and high
levels of insecurity that had already existed before the pandemic. The Center for Global Development
recently estimated that the number of poor people in ArgentiBaazil, Colombia and Mexico could
increase by more than 25 million, and income inequality by 2 to 4 percentage points.
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The COVI29 pandemic hit migrants and vulnerable populations particularly hard. In addition to the

loss of human lives, migrants disproportionally often faced health hazards, and had to cope with
mobility restrictions and lost income opportunities. Theegnal access to coronavirus vaccines among

the world s regions and within LAC has resulted
likely to continue in 2021, implying increased migration pressures as well. The pandemic will not bring

an end tomigration, also not in the LAC. On the contrary, it will further aggravate the global and
regional economic imbalances and will increase the pressure on people to migrate in search of a decent
living or a better future.
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