
KEY MIGRATION POLICY DEVELOPMENTS DURING 
THE 2019-2024 EUROPEAN COMMISSION

Türkiye-Syria 
earthquakes 

EU Action Plan 
for the Western 
Mediterranean 
and Atlantic 
routes

Pylos 
shipwreck

Adoption of the 
Ukraine Facility
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POLICY-RELEVANT EVENTS

Action plan on Integration 
and Inclusion 2021-2027

Russian invasion 
of Ukraine  

Fire at Moria camp

Commission proposes 
New Pact on Migration 
and Asylum

The von der Leyen 
Commission takes office

Ban on non-essential third-country national 
travel to EU and restrictions on cross-border 
mobility due to COVID-19

COVID-19 outbreak in Europe

A renewed EU action 
plan against migrant 
smuggling (2021-2025)

Commission launches 
Talent Partnerships

US withdrawal from 
Afghanistan; Taliban 
take control 

Adoption of revised 
Blue Card Directive

EASO becomes EUAA
Appointment of EU 
Return Coordinator 

EU activates Temporary 
Protection Directive and 
associated measures 

Commission proposal for a 
Regulation addressing situations 
of instrumentalisation

UK-Rwanda deal announced 

Commission communication 
on Attracting Skills and 
Talent to the EU

Establishment of 
Voluntary Solidarity 
Mechanism 

EU Strategy on Combatting 
Trafficking in Human 
Beings (2021-2025)

EU strategy on voluntary 
return and reintegration

Commission launches EU 
Talent Pool Pilot for Ukraine

EU Action Plan 
on the Western 
Balkans

Adoption of Europol 
Regulation

EU Action Plan for the 
Central Mediterranean

Brexit 
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Adoption of:
• Visa Information System (VIS)
• Asylum, Migration and Integration Fund (AMIF)
• Integrated Border Management Fund (IBMF)

Tensions at EU-Belarus border (’instrumentalisation’)
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Conflict in Sudan

End to COVID-19 
as a global health 
emergency

Commission recommendation 
for mutual recognition of 
return decisions

EU-Morocco cooperation 
programmes, including 
on migration

European Year 
of Skills starts

DEC

Commission launches 
demography toolbox

EU Action Plan for the Eastern 
Mediterranean route

Commission launches Skills and 
Talent Mobility Package, including 
EU Talent Pool proposal

EU package proposal 
on migrant smuggling

Adoption of rules on digitalisation 
of visa procedures 

Commission recommends accession 
talks with Ukraine and Moldova, 
granting candidate status to Georgia

JUL

START OF PRESIDENCY OF 
THE COUNCIL OF THE EU

Commission launches 
Labour Migration Platform

Croatia joins Euro 
and Schengen

EU-Tunisia MoU

Samoa Agreement

New EU-Turkey agreement

10-Point Plan for Lampedusa

EU Anti-racism Action 
Plan 2020-2025 Israel-Hamas armed conflict 

Tensions along the 
Finland-Russian border 
(’instrumentalisation’)

Italy-Albania MoU

EU-Mauritania Joint 
Declaration reinforcing 
migration cooperation

EU Action Plan on labour 
and skills shortages

Adoption of Anti-Trafficking 
Directive (Amendment)

EU-Egypt Strategic 
and Comprehensive 
Partnership

Bulgaria and Romania's 
full accession to 
Schengen area 

Produced within ICMPD's initiative ‘Recommendations for 
the next five years of EU migration policy’ (RECs)

European Parliament elections

Adoption of Single Permit 
Directive (Recast)

Adoption of:
• Asylum and Migration Management Regulation
• Asylum Procedures Regulation
• Return Border Procedure Regulation
• Crisis and Force Majeure Regulation
• Eurodac Regulation
• Screening Regulation
• Regulation amending ECRIS-TCN
• Qualification Regulation
• Reception Conditions Directive (Recast)
• Union Resettlement Framework Regulation

EU financial assistance package 
for Lebanon Regulation

MILESTONESEU POLICY DEVELOPMENTS

Adoption of Schengen 
Borders Code (Amendment)
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